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PREFACE TO UTAH COAL FIELDS:

SOUTHWESTERN, NORTHERN, EASTERN AND CENTRAL

Coal, first discovered in Utah in 1849, reached an annual
production figure of 1 million tons in 1900. Now (1970) between
4 and 5 million tons are produced annually. Coal, widespread and
abundant in the state, underlies at least 15,000 square miles
amounting to 18 percent of the total area. The Goose Creek-
Grouse Creek lignite fields are in addition. These figures, however,
project an exaggerated potential worth for Utah. If one excludes
areas where the coal is more than 3,000 feet below the surface,
the figure drops to 7.8 percent of the land area. If one further
eliminates areas where individual coal beds are less than 4 feet
thick, the total drops to 4.0 percent of the State’s area or less
than 3,400 square miles. In this 3,400-square-mile  area the average
coal bed is 6.21 feet thick. This figure cannot be used to estimate
the coal resources of a particular Utah area, but serves to show the
true importance of coal in an area1 sense. Coal beds greater than
25 feet thick have been discovered in Utah and in many cases
more than one such seam is present in a single area. Practically all
the operating mines of Utah are extracting coal from beds exceed-
ing 8 feet thick.

The present study began in June 1969 when Dr. A. P.
Talboys, National Air Pollution Control Administration, approved
a cooperative demonstration grant with the Utah Geological and
Mineralogical Survey (UGMS) to accumulate all coal data concern-
ing the quantity, quality and location of Utah coal since 1849.
Direct  exploration of areas inadequately represented by previous
data, as well as for publication of the results, were included in the
contract. For every three federal dollars granted, one state dollar
was involved.

The work consists of three volumes and divides Utah coal
info regions: southwestern Utah, northern and eastern Utah and
central Utah. Each of the volumes is subdivided further into coal
fields (Preface, figure la), areas and quadrangles; geographical data,
geology, mines and development, land ownership and control, coal
quality and reserves are treated. A bibliography for each field and
the principal source of work for each quadrangle are given. The
last volume also summarizes, analyzes and compares the data of all

three volumes to present Utah’s total coal picture, and as high-
lights, contains a forecast of expected coal activity and a new
study of coal palynology.

The magnitude of the work and the short time to complete
it increased the possibility of incorporating technical flaws, but the
Utah Geological and Mineralogical Survey believes timeliness is
paramount and trusts this will be taken into account by the
reader.

Hopefully this work will lead to an efficient and productive
use of the state’s coal resources and, at the same time, provide the
data for properly evaluating its environmental and economic
impact.
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