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Very High – Very high rockfall hazard includes areas where resistant bedrock units form a capping 
cliff or prominent ledges above slopes of easily eroded bedrock units. The slopes below cliff-
forming bedrock units provide acceleration and runout zones littered with abundant rockfall 
boulders. These areas also include canyon cliffs and other near-vertical slopes not undercut 
by erosion of underlying units but that have source-rock characteristics such as overhanging 
rock masses or discontinuities (such as fractures) conducive to generating rockfall. 

 
High – High rockfall hazard areas include canyon cliffs and other near-vertical slopes not 

undercut by erosion of underlying units and lack obvious discontinuities and overhanging 
rock masses but are still capable of producing damaging rockfall. These areas also include 
steep mountainous areas (slopes greater than 20 degrees) where bedrock units highly 
susceptible to rockfall crop out in the slope rather than forming a capping unit. Also 
included are mountainous areas where bedrock units moderately susceptible to rockfall crop 
out on slopes greater than 35 degrees. 

 
Moderate – Moderate rockfall hazard includes areas where bedrock units moderately susceptible 

to rockfall crop out on 20- to 35-degree slopes, and where bedrock units with low rockfall 
susceptibility crop out on slopes greater than or equal to 35 degrees. 

 
Low – Low rockfall hazard includes areas where bedrock units with low rockfall susceptibility 

(geologic units with sparse rock sources) crop out on 20- to 35-degree slopes. 
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