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Very High Flood Hazard – Very high flood  hazard  on active flood  plains and  low terraces along 
perennial stream s (large d rainage basins [greater than or equal to 5 m i2 (≥ 13 km 2)]) subject 
to riverine and  flash flood ing and  accom panying erosion, active alluvial fans subject to flash 
flood s and  d ebris flows, and  slot canyons containing perennial stream s that are period ically 
inund ate d  by flash flood s and  d ebris flows, which m ay occur in response to d istant 
thund erstorm s. Also includ es larger ephem eral d rainages subject to large-volum e flood s 
d uring localized  thund erstorm s or d uring prolonged  precipitation events. Many of the geologic 
d eposits in this category coincid e with stream  segm ents covered  by Fed eral Em ergency 
Managem ent Agency flood  zones. 

 
High Flood Hazard – High flood  hazard  in stream  channels, flood  plains, and  low terraces along 

norm ally d ry ephem eral stream s (sm aller d rainage basins [less than 5 m i2 (< 13 km 2)]) that 
are period ically inund ate d  by flash flood s and  d ebris flows d uring thund erstorm s, and  slot 
canyons containing perennial stream s that are period ically inund ate d  by flash flood s and  
d ebris flows d uring thund erstorm s in their sm aller d rainage basins. Som e geologic d eposits 
in this category m ay coincid e with stream  segm ents covered  by Fed eral Em ergency 
Managem ent Agency flood  zones. 

 
Moderate Flood Hazard – Mod erate flood  hazard  on active ped im ents and  sloping d epositional 

surfaces flanking rid ges and  other upland  areas that are chie fly inund ate d  by sheetflood s, but 
possibly by flash flood s and  d ebris flows d uring thund erstorm s, old er alluvial-fan d eposits, 
and  colluvial and  land slid e d eposits on m ountain slopes and  along m ountain range fronts. 
Includ es m inor (typically less than 2 m i2 [< 5 km 2]) tributary ephem eral d rainages and  active 
d epositional surfaces flanking rid ges, benches, and  other upland  areas that m ay be inund ate d  
by sheetflood s and  m od erate flash flood s d uring thund erstorm s. 

 
Low Flood Hazard – Low flood  hazard  on valley bottom s, and  m inor ephem eral d rainages, 

swales, washes, and  other low-lying areas subject to possible sheetflood s and  m inor flash 
flood s from  ad jacent upland  areas d uring thund erstorm s. 
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