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Highly Collapsible Soil – Rapidly deposited, Holocene-age alluvial units (typically geologic-map 
unit Qaf1) with reported low densities (< 85 lbs/ft3), abundant fine-grained material in the clay 
to fine-sand range as reported by the NRCS, and/or soils with reported collapse values greater 
than or equal to 5 percent. 

 
Collapsible Soil 1 – Late Pleistocene to Holocene alluvial-fan units (Qafy and some Qafc) with a 

genesis and texture permissive of collapse or reported collapse data indicate values greater 
than or equal to 3 percent. Collapsible soils are unlikely in areas continually subjected to 
saturation or flooding. 

 
Collapsible Soil 2 – Unconsolidated geologic units that either (1) lack collapse data but have other 

geotechnical information (chiefly low unit weight and moisture content) indicative of 
collapse-susceptible material, or (2) collapse data indicate values less than 3 percent. 
Collapsible soils are unlikely in areas continually subjected to saturation or flooding. 

Collapsible Soil 3 – Unconsolidated deposits where no or limited geotechnical data are available, 
but have a genesis or texture susceptible to collapse (chiefly geologically young alluvial, 
colluvial, and eolian deposits). Collapsible soils are unlikely in areas continually subjected 
to saturation or flooding. 

 
Collapsible Soil 4 – Unconsolidated, geologically older deposits where no or limited geotechnical 

data are available, but have a genesis or texture susceptible to collapse. Because of their age, 
these deposits have experienced greater exposure to natural wetting and may have already 
experienced collapse, or the deposits may have become cemented by secondary calcium 
carbonate or other soluble minerals, making them less susceptible to collapse. 
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