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Rules and regulations regarding rock
and mineral collecting in Utah

by Geologic Extension Service Staff

tah’s rock and mineral collec-
l I tors must adhere to rules and

regulations established by
owners of the lands on which they
wish to collect. Prior to collecting,
rockhounds should determine own-
ership of the lands they intend to
visit and familiarize themselves with
the regulations that apply to collect-
ing on those lands. Utah’s lands are
managed by the federal government
(Bureau of Land Management, U.S.
Forest Service, National Park Ser-
vice, or the Bureau of Indian Affairs),
state government (Utah Division of
Sovereign Lands and Forestry), and
private owners (including local gov-
ernments). Rockhounding permits
are required to collect on some gov-
ernment lands, and permission is re-
quired to collect on private lands.

FEDERAL LANDS

About 67 percent of Utah’s lands are
managed by the federal government.
Most of this land is open to collecting
except for National Parks, National
Monuments, Indian Reservations,
military reservations, dam sites, and
wildlife refuges.

Bureau of Land Management

(BLM) Lands: The casual rockhound
or collector may take small amounts
of petrified wood, fossils, gemstones,
and rocks from unrestricted federal
lands in Utah without obtaining a
special permit if collection is for per-
sonal, non-commercial purposes.
Collection in large quantities or for

commercial purposes requires a per-
mit, lease, or license from the BLM.

Collectors of petrified wood on BLM
land are subject to slightly different
rules. Collecting for personal use has
a maximum limit of 25 pounds plus
one piece per day but cannot exceed
more than 250 pounds per calendar
year. Use of explosives and/or
power equipment is forbidden. Col-
lectors wishing to resell their petri-
fied wood specimens must apply for
a permit.

National Parks and Native Ameri-
can Lands: Collecting on National
Park Service or Native American
lands is prohibited.

U.S. Forest Service Lands: Rock and
mineral collecting on lands managed
by the U.S. Forest Service requires a
permit. Although collecting is al-
lowed in most districts and permits
are free, collecting rules vary among
districts.

STATE LANDS

State-owned properties are managed
by the Division of Sovereign Lands
and Forestry, and a Rockhounding
Permit is required to collect on these

lands. The annual permit costs $5 for

individuals or a family, and $200 for
an association/organization. With
the permit, rockhounds may collect
up to 25 pounds plus one piece per
person per day, up to a maximum of
250 pounds per year. Collectors can-
not operate in state and local parks.

To remove rock and mineral speci-
mens from state lands, commercial
collectors must also follow specific
regulations, and apply to the Utah
Division of Sovereign Lands and
Forestry for mineral leases. Materi-
als such as building stone, limestone,
gemstones, and volcanic materials
are commonly collected by amateur
collectors but require leases for com-
mercial collectors.

PRIVATE LANDS

To access or collect on privately
owned lands, collectors must contact
and obtain permission from the own-
ers prior to entering the property.

NOTE : These rules and regulations
do not apply for fossil collecting. For
rules governing fossil collecting in
Utah, contact the office of the State
Paleontologist at 300 Rio Grande, Salt
Lake City, UT, 84101, (801)533-3513.

SAFETY TIPS

Rockhounding can be a potentially
dangerous hobby. To minimize the
risk of injury, please remember:

* Wear protective equipment (safe-
ty glasses, gloves, boots).

* Do not work alone, and let some
one else know your schedule.

* Carry a first aid kit.

« Watch for others, and when on
hillslopes, never work directly
above or below anyone.

* Do not enter abandoned mines or
shafts.
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Public-access computer
now available at the UGS

Part of the mission of the Utah Geo-
logical Survey (UGS) is to make
available to a wide range of users ge-
ologic information obtained by, com-
piled by, or produced by the UGS.
To achieve this goal, we have recent-
ly made available a public-access
computer that contains over a dozen
databases dealing primarily with
Utah geology. The personal comput-
er is located in the UGS library, its
use is free-of-charge, and it is avail-
able for use 8:00-5:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday.

Most of the databases will be updat-
ed regularly, and more are planned
for installment onto the public-access
machine. The following list provides
details on the current databases.

Utah Geological Survey Databases

AMRMGR - Funded by the Gas Re-
search Institute, the AMRMGR (Atlas
of Major Rocky Mountain Gas Reser-
voirs) database contains a summary
of geologic and reservoir data for the
major gas fields in Colorado, New
Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming. The
database uses a menu-driven inter-
face that allows users to search or
browse through the database. AMR-
MGR can be searched by field name,
producing formation, and other geo-
logic and reservoir parameters. The
database is available for purchase in
hard-copy format at the UGS (Atlas
of major Rocky Mountain gas reser-
VOoirs).

HAZBIB - HAZBIB is a bibliography
of Utah’s geologic hazards. It con-
tains references of both published
and unpublished material. Types of
geologic-hazard references in the

bibliography include: earthquakes,
landslides, problem soils, flooding,
shallow ground water, and radon.
HAZBIB uses a menu-driven inter-
face that allows users to search the
database for references by author,
title of reference/ publisher, or by
key words (subject and location). An
ASCII file of HAZBIB data is avail-
able for purchase (UGS Open-File
Report 264-DF).

INTEGRAL - INTEGRAL is a menu-
driven database that manages UGS
surface and subsurface point-source
geologic data. Most of the records in
the database are petroleum explo-
ration wells, and examples of data in
the database include: bore-hole loca-
tion, geophysical logs, geologic for-
mations, age dates, oil and gas pro-
duction, and more. INTEGRAL is
written in Paradox Application Lan-
guage (PAL) and is accessed through
Windows. Although currently func-
tioning, much data still remains to be
entered into the database. INTE-
GRAL is sure to become the most
popular database at the UGS.

MAPBIB - MAPBIB is a bibliogra-
phy of geologic maps of Utah. The
database includes both published
and unpublished geologic-map refer-
ences. It uses a menu-driven inter-
face that allows users to search or
browse the database. Searches can
be performed by map author, title,
publication, map scale, and location.

UGS Library Card Catalog - This
database is a bibliography of non-
journal publications housed in the
UGS Library. It uses a menu-driven
interface that allows the users to
search or browse through the data-

base. The user can search for publi-
cation references by card-catalog
number, author, title of publication,
or by using key words.

UMOS - Utah Mineral Occurrences
is a list of mines and mineral occur-
rences on the Cedar City, Delta,
Richfield, and Tooele 1x2 degree
maps (scale 1:250,000). The user
must know Rbase v.2.11 database
manager to search or browse
through the database. An ASCII file
of the UMOS data for each of the 1x2
degree maps listed above is available
for purchase (UGS Open-File Reports
153-DF, 183-DF, 184-DF, and 185-DF).

URANIUM - This database contains
approximately 2,500 uranium assays
sampled from outcrops and mine
tailings throughout Utah. Data is
presented in raw form and users
must be familiar with Quattro Pro
software to browse the database.

Utah Coal Data - Utah Coal Data
consists of four databases containing
physical and chemical characteristics
of Utah coal. COALBC and COAL-
WP databases store data from the
Book Cliffs and Wasatch Plateau coal
fields, respectively; FERRON con-
tains data from Ferron Sandstone
coals in the Uinta Basin; and
COLMISC contains data from coal
fields in other areas of Utah. Users
must know Rbase v.2.11 database
manager to search or browse
through the database.

U.S. Geological Survey Databases

Utah Geographic Names - This data-
base contains names of geographic
features in Utah (for example, lakes,
rivers, valleys, summits). It uses a


























