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Why a Powell centennial ?

On May 24, 1869, John Wesley Powell and 9 companions set out from
Green River, Wyo., in 4 small boats to explore the canyons of the Green
and Colorado rivers. After 98 days, 6 of the original party reached the
mouth of the Virgin River just beyond the Grand Canyon. This trip,
which historian W. H. Goetzmann has called the climactic event of late
19th century exploration, traversed the largest unknown region of con-
tinental United States. In a year when we expect Americans to land on
the Moon, is this event of more than nostalgic interest?

Powell, of course, was more than an explorer. The river trip was made,
not just to find a path through the unknown, but to study the geology
and geography of the canyon lands. From his observations then and in
later years, he developed important new concepts on drainage and erosion
that formed the basis of the ‘new geology’, now called geomorphology.
Still, geomorphology is a comparatively esoteric science, and one might
expect that only historians of science would take appropriate notice of
Powell’s contributions. But John Wesley Powell was also more than a
scientist; his genius for organization and leadership has left its imprint
on several scientific agencies and societies. When conflicts of interest
began to develop among the Western surveys in the 1870s and Congress
called on the National Academy of Sciences for advice, it was Powell’s
plan that was recommended and that led to the establishment of the
United States Geological Survey in 1879. It was Powell’s interest in
ethnology and his personal initiative that led to the establishment of the
Bureau of American Ethnology in the Smithsonian Institution in that
same year. For 13 years, from 1881 to 1894, he did double duty as
director of both agencies. While making substantial contributions to the
science of ethnology, then in what he would have called a ‘nascent’ state,
he transformed the Geological Survey from a small mining bureau for
the Western territories into a truly national survey. The period of his
directorship was one of rapid development of geology in the United
States, and the Geological Survey played no small part in this development.

Powell, like any scientist, collected and organized observations and
sought the meaning behind them, but he was firm in his belief that the
highest purpose of science was to further the progress of the human
race. His knowledge of the Western lands and their development, coupled
with a sympathetic interest in the Indians and the Mormons, led him to
an understanding of the interaction of man and nature in the arid part
of the United States and to the formulation of principles for the wise
settlement and use of this region. He fought for these principles over a
period of many years, and though in his own time they were not accepted,
ultimately they led to the establishment of the Bureau of Reclamation.
Today, they form an integral part of any scientific program for the wise
use of the world’s natural resources.

For all these accomplishments, Powell is honored. But in marking any
centennial observance, whether it be Powell’s exploration of the Colorado
or the completion of the 'transcontinental railroad, both to be celebrated
this year, we are not just commemorating the past. In this rapidly chang-
ing world with its new and challenging problems, our predecessors of
only a century ago seem a bit archaic. However, unless we understand
how the world has changed and the forces that have brought about the
change, we cannot hope to guide these forces or control them so as to
make our world more representative of our true ideals and aspirations.
John Wesley Powell understood this. In an era that subscribed to social
evolution by the law of the jungle and laissez-faire, he was one of the few
who believed in evolution by endeavor and who fought for intelligent and
scientific planning for the development of society. He believed that prog-
ress comes by increasing coOperation among men, and he dreamed of
developing a science that would provide the knowledge whereby men
could ‘live together in peace and mutual codperation. It is to rekindle this
spirit that this year is designated the John Wesley Powell Centennial Year.

W. T. Pecora
Director, U. S. Geological Survey
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A
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COMPANY

We’ve been on good terms with Mother Earth for more than 70 years now.
As a result, we know something about her. Such familiarization enables us to
deal expertly with any mining, drilling or tunneling task. Our experienced
personnel are exceptionally well qualified to handle core drilling, rotary drill-
ing, shaft sinking and tunnel driving. We also specialize in soil sampling,
exploration in depth, quarrying and grouting.

We leave no stone unturned to satisfy our customers’ needs. Consult Boyles
Bros. on your next drilling, mining, tunneling or related project. Boyles Bros.
Drilling Company, 1624 Pioneer Road, Salt Lake City, Utah 84104.

No job too tough for the experienced men from Boyles.

oyles

)[0S. DRILLING COMPANY

District Offices:

PO Box 95.78 P.O. Box 946 P.O. Box 818 P.O. Box 7495 Reforma 403—1106
Phoenix, Arizona 85020 Sparks, Nevada 89431 Norman, Oklahoma 73069 Louisville, Kentucky 40207 Mexico City 5-D.F.

P.O. Box 4307 Boyles Bros., Diamantina
15865 West 5th Ave. Spokane, Washington 99202 P.O. Box 831 Casilla 28-D Casilla 5166
Golden, Colorado 80401 Alaska contact Spokane office Auburn, California 95603 Santiago, Chile S.A. Lima, Peru S.A.

GEOTIMES May-June 1969 37

































THE DYNAMIC DUO

TORY STUDY OF

v
APS AND) SECTIONS
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tremendous value!

Full color maps, texts and exercises
A price every student can afford

Discounts apply to gross order of both portfolios

Order now for the fall term — immediate delivery
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