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JOn~T CO~iNdTTE~ eN ATO~. IC ENERGY TO HOLD 
HEARINGS eN A!:DITICNAL URANIU~i ENRICHNiENT CAPABILITY 

Congressman Melvin Price, Chairman of the Joint Comn1it~ee on Atomic 
Energy, announced tJday that Phase I of JCAE's promised hearings on the 
future structure of the uranium enrichment industry will begin at 10:00 a. m. 
on July 31st and continue for two or three days. 

A s indicated by Chairnlan Price, hearings on the subject will be conducted 
in two or more phases. Phase I will consist of public testirr,ony by govern­
ment witn~sses updating all pertinent unclassified data on the subject of 
uranium enrichment, inclu~ing enrichment supply and demand projections, 
processes, tirr..ing of increments of additional capacity, as well as current 
agency and Adrr.inistl'ation policies respecting existing and additional 
enrichment facilities. 

AEC is ~r!ing asked to release <!aring Phase I hearings any additional 
preser.~h,~ classified data on enJ"~chment that may be made public without 
en:iang':':'ing military security, '2ncouraging proliferation or corl"lpromising 
United States commercial secre:.<j. 

AEC aleo ie being requested to present all its data according to staTJdard 
weights, measures and terminology. AEC is being asked to prepare, 
i~s()far as possible, its charts, graphs and other visual mater-ial~ according 
to common st::ales which will facilitate comparison. For the same reason 
data furnitthed in chart or graph form are also being requested in tabular 
icr:n. 

The objective of the Phase I hearings is to consolidate and present in 
u?dated and easily comprehensi.ble form all unclassified data pertainir:g 
to the enrichrnent of uranium which is essential for evaluating what fut~rc 
structure for the enrichment of u~anium to m€.~t domestic and foreign 
n·:-~ds for nuclear iuel will best serve the national int.er~s~s c:i the 
'·'jl .. ited ~tates \vith due cO!1sideration for the needs of itc historic overseas 
customers during the fi.:lite period for which there will be a substantial 
wc:.. .. l~ demand for sep3.rative work. 

C~'lngres~n~an Craig Hosm~r; Ranking Mincr~ty House lv'.Lember of the 
J.:AE, stated ~hat, 

"U.nlike the cases of previcus hearings on thio subject, data 
will be sC'ught which shvulc en&.tle the Comrnittee tv gat:ge 
t: '!~~ l-.r.:'::!~r pricrity 3!1d wt.ight to be a~signed to maxirr:izi!lg 
C. S. {::lIP-ign ~;((:ha:l6e receipts from the sale ci sepa:ative 
wvrk sE;r-.,i~cs to foreign C'.lstornero. It 
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He added, 

"This introduces an important new consideration not heretofore 
taken into account and \\--hich could be the determining factor 
in deciding whether the national interest will be st be served by 
a governrr.ental or a non-governmental structure for future 
uranium enrichment. II 

The Justice r:epartment has been invited to testify on anti-trust factors 
which could be important to private firms or consortia, a semi-public 
co:-poration, a cooperative structure, government corporation, or other 
conceivable alternative for future ownership, financing and operation of 
either a competing or non-competing enrichment industry. 

Phase II of t:le hearings is expected to be held in the fall following the 
Aug~st recess of Congress. Based on data accumulated during Phase I, 
industry, academic and public views on the future of enrichment will be 
invited. Persons desiring to testify should contact the Executive [irector 
01 the JCAE, Room H-403, U. ~. Capitol. Potential private suppliers of 
~n:'ichr.·.~'1t services and repre'it:·!'ltatives of customers for the services 
vliil be ~)!~"'longst those invited to t.estify. Other likely participa~ts are 
individ':'l.:.t utilities and reactor n~~nufactllrers. Forp.ign as wel~ as 
U.:". witnesses will probably be invited because of the international nature 
of the ur2.llium enrichment supply and den~and equation. 

Ph2.se III hearings will depend on deve lopments during Phases I and II. 
Phase III could be designed to (jet national policies cn en~ichment at a 1"'. 

early date to reassure foreign and domestic utiti~ies that no nuclear fuel 
gap will be tolerated and th?~ provision will be mace for new enrichmen~ 
capacity to be on the line in arr.ple tinl~ before demand cn existing capacity 
is exceeded. 

Today's announcement by Chairman Price is a refinement of the general 
hearing schedule rrJ.entioned in ~j 5 ~ ... ay 4, 1973 letter to the Chairman c! 
toe .AEC which stated in part, 

"The necessity of obtain~ng additional en~·i,:hmf:nt capability 
is a matter of paramo'..lnt intereot and conti~uing concern. 
Th~ Committee intends tl) hold additional hearings on this 
vital ma~~er ciuj;"ing tr.e rncnth oi Ju:y." 

T :ic.t atatement vIas rele "'.s ed t~ the pl'ess on .N~ay 4, 1973 along v/ith an 
a : . .lLo'.:.nCC!":1<:..nt of the JCAEI S di~;?')sitio:l of it .. r~view of the propcs~d 
revisions to AEeis U)'·2.,,~iam Enriching Services Criteria . 
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Chairman Price stated that Phase I and II hearings will be open to the 
ge.neral public and are scheduled to be held in the Joint Committee Public 
Hearing Room, 8-407, in the U. S. Capitol. Chairman Price did note, 
however, there is a possibility that a classified session for testimony 
may be necessary in order that the COIrJ.mittee may have the full informa­
tion available in this field of technology. If that should occur, the 
Committee intends to explore the feasibility of holding the classified 
session at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, or elsewhere where enl·ichrr.&.er~t 
operations are performed. 


