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Aerial view of Eureka City taken in the early 1920’s from the north foothills
looking southeast shows extent of early building and several mines in oper-

ation at the time. Many of the homes and buildings seen in this early photo-
graph have since been moved away or have been destroyed or dismantled.

Tintic area notes mine centennial

Tintic can boast of one of the most colorful histories of any mining area
of comparable size in the West. It has known periods of boom, exciting years,
and years of depression, but through it all, the entire district is dear to the hearts
of all who have lived here, and it will always hold its place on the map for the
part it has played in the development of the West.

Located 90 miles south of Salt Lake City in what is now called the Tintic
District (in memory of the valiant Old Chief Tintic), it lies in the Oquirrh
Mountain Range, and the elevation of Eureka is about 6900 fect.

The year 1869 is memorable in Tintic District history, for the first mining
claim was filed that year. Old timers remember the name as the Sunbeam Claim,
situated between Diamond and Silver City. Early the next year the district was
organized. The Black Dragon, Eureka Hill, Mammoth properties were staked.
They were followed in rapid succession by the Armstrong, Martha Washington,
Shoebridge, Swansea, Showers and Gemini. Many ores were mined, chiefly

lead, copper, gold and silver.

Poor transportation facilities hampered mining in early years. Only the
surface was scratched and only the richest of the deposits were touched. Yet
Tintic ores, even in those days went to San Francisco, Reno, Baltimore and
overseas to Swansea, Wales. As the region became settled, more thorough utili-
zation of the area’s resources became possible.

The year 1912 marked the all-time high in production. That year orcs
valued at 10 million dollars were dug from the earth and spread to refineries
throughout the nation. For the first time in its history, Eureka listed zinc among
its products.

The year 1899 the Tintic District was the leading mining center of the
state in value of output, which was over $5,000,000. The shipping mines at

that time were the Mammoth, Bullion Beck, Centennial Eureka, Grand Central,
Gemini, Eureka Hill, Swansea, Godiva, Humbug, Uncle Sam, Sioux, May Day
and several other smaller mines.

The Mammoth, one of the oldest in the district, ranked among the top
producers, producing around $18,000,000 in ore and paid over $3,000.000 in
dividends. Some 200 men were employed at the peak of production. The mine
produced more gold than any mine in the district. The property closed in 1945,
thereby reducing the population of that up-and-coming little town.

Another of the mining towns in the district was known as Knightsville,
situated a few miles east of Eureka, was at one time in the earlier days. a
thriving small community complete with a store, dance hall, school, etc.. and
many of the men folks were employed by the mines which were practically in
their back yards. The mines were the May Day, Godiva and Uncle Sam. Look-
ing at the “wide open spaces” now, it is hard to visualize the friendly, small
town of former years.

The annual production of Tintic District in earlicr years often exceeded
that of Bingham until that district became the largest copper producer in the
West, and the records showed Tintic outdoing Park City. In spite of that
fact less was written with regard to the development of the region than about
other equally productive mineral areas.

Several mills and a smelter were erected in the area at various times. but
owing to the refractory nature of much of the ore, milling was not a success
and the cost of smelting was much too high.

The Silver City Smelter was the last attempt at smelting in the Tintic Dis-

trict and was dismantled in 1915. The population of Silver City declined rapidly
after the closing of the smelter. Leaders in the mining (continued on page 11)
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Silver Jubilee is noted in early days by a parade. Note

covered handcart, unpaved streets and dress of those participating in event.

Mining industry looks good
as lead-zinc prices raise

Recent  developments both

locally and nationally have
made the possibility of anoth-
er mining “boom" in Utah and
Juab Counties very promising.
It is a matter of rather com-
mon knowledge that the fate
of mining in these two areas
rests almost solely on market
prices for the silver-lead-zinc
cres. In 1924, just as the Tin-
tic area was reaching its “hey-
day”. lead ore was selling for
8.097 cents per pound; zinc ore
brought 6.344 cents per pound:
and silver 66.781 cents per troy
ounce. By 1933 the market price
had slipped to around 3.870 for
lead: 4.021 for zinc; and 34.728
for silver: this subsequently
caused almost all of the mines
in the area to close. And now,
after more than 30 years, this
trend is apparently reversing
ieself. As of August 1963, lead
was bringing a price of 11.500
cents per pound; zinc 12.250
cents per pound; and silver
$1.29 per treoy ounce. Consid-
ering the present day high
costs of production, most small
firms feel that this is within
a few cents of a price which
would make it economical to
reopen the mines, but if future
develcpments should in any
way match the bustle of pre-
vious years. the Tintic Mining
District may again play an im-
portant part in Utah's econ-
omy. Few people today realize
that dollar for dollar the Tin-
tic area matched even the fab-
ulous Comstock of Nevada, and
1s still producing, while the
veins of the Comstock have
for eighty years lain dormant
and empty. Even fewer people
realize that in the period of
one year (1925) the valuation
of metal production from the
Tintlc District reached $16.187.
583 and estimates of total pro-
duction, though difficult to ob-
tain, range around five hun-
dred million dollars worth of

ore.

Comments from the Salt
Lake City Chamber of Com-
merce historical file alsc give
indications of the wealth of
the Tintic area: *“The Tintic
Standard Mine has produced
some of the richest silver ore
ever mined in America. One
carload carried 1,008 ounces cf
silver to the ton and netted
the company $62.000 after
freight and smelter charges
had been paid."”

The Mammoth Mine, later a
producer of more than $20,000.
000 was traded for a herd of
Texas Long Horn cattle. Frem
this mine, which is still pro-
ductive was shipped one car-
load of ore assaying $4,500 a
ton, bringing a net return of
$90.000." By 1950. as demand
for the metal ores dropped
away Eureka alone remained
as an active town with a pop-
ulation of 1,318.

Volunteer fire
department
still operates

A Centenial Edition would
not he complete without giving
the Eureka Volunteer Fire De-
partment some recognition.
The Department was first or-
ganized in April 1893. Daniel
Martin was the first Fire Chief.
Through the years the depari-
ment has functioned in an ef-
ficient way. They are members
of the State Firemen's Associ-
ation, and the Utah-Juab
County organization, and have
participated in many state
tournaments and woen many
prizes. They have a wonderful
record in fire fighting and
have had to cope with some
bad fires through the years.
They work withcut any re-
muneration.  whatsoever, and
give of their time freely., and
without any thought of their
own safety. Many residents in
town have the firemen to
thank for some fine work in
saving their homes. So at this
time we are happy to give
them some recogniticn for
many jobs well done in fire
fighting. and can say without
any reservations, thanks fel-
lows, ycu have a magnificient
irganization.

The present Fire Chief is
William Eastwood; Assistant
Chief, Leland Sanderson; Sec.
and Treas., Tom Eastwood;
Truck Captain, Fleyd Evans;
Trustees, Lynn Brady. Cloyd
Jameson and Robert Robinson.

Ore transportation at the Humbug Mine of the Uncle Sam Con. Mining Co. In this manner over
one million dollars in ore was hauled down from the mine on a road so steep that teamsters
depended for safety entirely on the brake of the wagon.
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Russian Jewess
receives respect

Early in the 1880's, a Rus-
sian Jewess by the name of
Ann Marks, came to Eureka
and really stirred things up.
By hook or crook, she man-
aged to get many parcels of
land and woe to the person
who trespassed on her prem-
ises. A classic example of the
lady's prowess was when John
Cronin, a neighbor, decided to
build a fence to separate his
land from hers — as fast as
he would dig one of the holes,
she would fill them up. Finally
she jumped into one of the
holes and dared him to cover
her up, which he calmly pro-
ceeded to do. She was half
covered up before she stopped
calling him names in several
languages. They finally took it
to court and when the Judge
ruled against her, she let forth
with her idea of his brand of
justice. It was said she could
out-shout, and out-cuss any
man, and anyone getting in her
way, would get a fair sample
of both. When she died, she
left a fortune valued in the
neighborhood of $70,000.00 and
the town breathed a sigh of
relief at her passing.

l,qca‘li company
takes jobs
near and far

The Centenial Development
Company, mining contractors
and..engineers,. is definitely~ an.
asset to Tintic, in the way of
employment and in the thou-
sands of dollars paid in taxes
to Juab County. The company
was incorporated in 1947.

Their headquarters are in
Eureka, and they have num-
erous contacts in the western
states, and also in Tintic Dis-
trict. While much of the con-
tract work takes the men
away from home, the majority
of the families remain in the
Distrct. '

While the majority of the
work is done in the Western
States, they have had a big
contract as far away as Cuba.

The company has completed

A new world’s record for rapid mine shaft sinking was established
at the Water Lily Shaft of the Chief Consolidated Mining Co., in
the Tintic District on August 13, 1921. This new record was made
by the Walter Fitch, Jr., Company, shaft and tunnel contractors,
under the superintendency and foremanship of J. D. Matheson and
H. W. Jarvis. From the 15th day of July to the 15th day of Aug-
ust—31 days—this vertical shaft was sunk and timbered for 427.5
feet, beginning at the 115.5-foot mark, thus exceeding the best
previous record for similar work by 117.5 feet, which was made
oy the Crown Mines, Lts., at Johanesburg, South Africa, during
July 1919, when 310 feet of sinking in 31 days was “hung up” as
a mark for the Walter Fitch Co., or anybody else, to shoot at.
The men responsible for this outstanding record are as follows:

3 e ;

front row, left to right, A. J. Foley, George Close, Art Brown,
E. H. Osborne, R. D. Runnels, M. D. Richmond, W. Okeson, A. B.
Wells, B. Broadbent, A. Richmond, J. D. Matheson, M. Anderson,
William Erickson and Henry Johnson, shift foreman. Second row,
left to right (second shift) Martin Neilson, A. R. Nelson, Charlie
Van Wagoner, T. Laris, Wm. Hoskins, M. Jones, George Atcheson,
Mark Borick, Ben Benson, J. S. Savage, Tom Householder, R. T.
Davis, Dick Cronin, truck driver; J. A. Johnson, Aleck Mattson,
John Osborn, shift foreman, and H. W. Jarvis, shaft foreman.
Third row, left to right, (third shift) E. W. Carter, J. L. Miller,
P. C. Carman, head timberman; R. C. Farrell, shift foreman;
Paul Kish, Lee Hayward, W. H. Currie, E. F. Lambson, D. C.
Chandler, J. L. Peterson and R. E. Ferguson (Tug).

more than 80 contracts with
such firms as Kennecott Corp.,
Anaconda Company, .. .-Home-
stake Mining Company, Kaiser
Steele Corporation, Cyprus
Mines, Consolidated Copper
Corp., Columbia-Geneva Steel,

gan, Utah; Sanpete Tunnel for
Sanpete Water Users Associa-
#on,- Fairview, Utah; Dry Fork
Shaft for Kennecott Copper
Corp.,, Bingham, Utah.

The officers of the company

are: president, Harold Spen- “A tactful way to accept an
cer; vice presidents, James insult is to ignore it. If you
Quigley and Tim Watt; secre- can’t ignore it, top it. If you
tary and treasurer Robert eaict, bop ‘a“gh. W off. .“

' you can't laugh it off, it's
Watt; and assistant secretary probably deserved.”

and treasurer, Frank McCabe. — PFred W. Grown

LDS Church, Chief Consoli-
dated Mining Co., and many
others.

Present operations are:
Storage Vaults for LDS
Church in Little Cottonwood
Canycn, Salt Lake City; Bur-
gin Production Shaft for Ken-
necott Copper Corporation in
Tintic; Rio Vivi Tunnel, Amer-
ican Metals, Puerto Rico; Nev-
ersweat Shaft for Anaconda
Company, Butte, Mont.; Por-
cupine Dam Grouting, TUtah
Water and Power Board, Lo-

DIAMOND BITS
CORE BARRELS
REAMING SHELLS
CASING SHOES
CASING BITS
REAMERS

CHRISTENSE

“*Less cost per foot”

DIAMOND
PRODUCTS

1937 SO. 2nd WEST - P.O. BOX 387 - SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

SERVICE FROM WORLD-WIDE SALES
OFFICES AND MANUFACTURING PLANTS

ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF PROGRESS!

Utah Mining Industry

now celebrating its

first

CENTENNIAL

1363-194!
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