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Figure 1. Gold Hill project area.

DOGM Mine Numbers

A separate numbering system is employed by the Division of Qil, Gas and Mining to designate each
opening. In their system, mining features identified for inclusion in the Utah Abandoned Mine Reclamation
Program are designated by tag numbers which provide a short-hand reference for each opening. This
reference number is unique and is descriptive of the feature and its location. The documentation of the
mines was undertaken through the completion of an Intermountain Antiquities Computer System (IMACS)
site form tied to the Division of State History site number, but careful attention was paid to also link all
documentation to the state tag designations employed by DOGM as well.

The DOGM state tag number system is briefly explained here since the numbers are used throughout
the documentation to refer to specific features. In this numbering system, each mine opening or feature is
identified by a unique site identification number which follows a standardized format. The identification
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Figure 5. Route of the Old Lincoln Highway in 1915 along the Pony Express and Overland Stage Route.
Courtesy of the Utah State Historic Society.

Skull Valley was to become the center of a US Army testing range. According to Peck, “where once there
was nothing by coyotes and wild horses, now there are golf clubs, PTA’s and other blessings of civilization,
all made possible by an underground water supply over which passed hordes of thirsty men for a hundred
years before someone thought to bore a well there (1959:138).

After passing through the desert, the road ascended the mountainous terrain of the Deep Creek
Range, dropped down into the Deep Creek Valley and passed through the town of Ibapah before crossing
the sage desert and entering Nevada (Anonymous 1956).

Although the crossing of the Great Salt Lake Desert was viewed by most travelers as the most
difficult portion of the coast-to-coast journey, most overland travelers had surprisingly little trouble,
probably because they had been sufficiently warned of the dangers and were well-prepared. “Their fear
caused them to travel so cautiously that mistakes were few. . . . Though the salt desert caused the greatest
worry to travelers, more were probably delayed by Iowa mud and high water in 1915 than by all the
cloudbursts, washouts, and deep salt mire during the twelve years that the Lincoln Highway used this route
across the desert southwest of Salt Lake City” (Hokanson 1998:65).

In 1916, the Lincoln Highway had become a household name as more and more people made the
journey across the United States. Transportation was becoming so important to the nation that the Congress
appropriated $75 million to match state funds used to construct and improve roadways throughout the
country. By the time the US entered World War I, most portions of the Lincoln Highway were considered
to be in fairly good shape, although states with very low populations in the west could not generate the
tax revenues required to improve the road. In order to better evaluate the actual condition of the Lincoln
Highway, and to establish its viability as a transcontinental highway, in 1919 the U.S. Army conducted
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Figure 6. Early automobile remains on the route of the Old Lincoln Hi
Historic Society.
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a Trans-Continental Motor Truck Trip along the entire highway. The night before the motor train was
scheduled to leave Washington D.C., a Lt. Col. D.D. Eisenhower was detailed for duty as an observer
(Eisenhower 1953). The transcontinental journey was also to provide and evaluation of the dependability
of the vehicles used by the Army at that time. In his notes, the Lt. Colonel stated that many of the trucks
were too heavy to use in sand and that “in western Utah, on the Salt Lake Desert, the road becomes almost
impassable to heavy vehicles. From Orr’s Ranch, Utah to Carson City, Nevada, the road is one succession
of dust, ruts, pits, and holes. This stretch was not improved in any way, and consisted only of a track across
the desert. At many points on the road, water is twenty miles distant, and parts of the road are ninety miles
from the nearest railroad” (Eisenhower 1953:4). In areas of Nevada and Wyoming work performed on the
road was often washed away during strong cloudbursts which commonly occurred.

“But in western Utah, the problem wasn't a matter of road improvement: west of Salt Lake City,
there was hardly any road at all. The road between Salt Lake City and Ely was the least improved
and least direct section along the entire highway. Because of the terrain and lack of habitation,
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Henry Joy had been forced to take the existing road — the historic but winding Pony Express and
Overland Stage trail. The ink was barely dry on the first association maps when efforts began to
straighten the road, and by 1916 the directors had figured out a way to do it. The plan required
construction of an 18-mile long embankment straight across a southern lobe of the salt flats
between Granite Mountain and a point east of Gold Hill (Figure 7), plus six miles of new road in
Johnson Pass in the Stansbury Mountains. This work would shorten the Lincoln Highway by a
substantial 48 miles and eliminate the most crooked and rough sections through Fish Springs and
Callao” (Hokanson 1998:78).

While the members of the Lincoln Highway Association thought the adjusted routing was a good
answer to the problems of the southern route across the desert, Utah’s government leaders had other ideas.
Lt. Col. Eisenhower noted that many of Utah’s citizens were pushing for a more northerly route for the
road, and stated: “At least, the Lincoln Highway over this portion of the country is so poor as to warrant
a thorough investigation of possible routes for building a road, before any government money should be
expended on such a project” (Eisenhower 1953:5). Governor William Spry had no real interest in improving

Figure 7. A view of Gold Hill, Utah along the Old Lincoln Highway Route, 1926. Courtesy of the Utah
State Historic Society.
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Figure 10. Block diagram of Gold Hill mine of the Western Utah Copper Company. From Nolan, 1935.

September 1943 to January 1945, when 98,784 tons of arsenic ore were mined for the Metals Reserve
Company (Wilson 1958).

The mine workings include a crosscut tunnel connecting with about 800 feet of drifts and crosscuts.
One working level about 20 feet above the entrance adit has been identified as the working level. A second
working level, mostly inaccessible due to stoping, extends from the main working level down to 234 feet
(Nolan 1935). No filing information was collected for this mine.
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